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attacks on Wilkes, the people clearly recognised the sinister
influence of the King and the Court; his case brought into
prominence the fact that opposition to the Crown would
be met by the malicious animosity of the Government.
Further, these events showed how little the Commons were
dependent on the people they nominally represented, and
therefore drew attention to the urgent need for Parliamentary
Reform.
The close of Wilkes re-entered the House in 1774, vigorously defending
his career. ^ coionial resistance, and in 1782 succeeded in having
the Resolutions, passed against him, erased from the Journals
of the House. He took an active part in the politics of the
City of London and became Lord Mayor in 1774: here,
however, he met his final defeat, for, having led the move-
ment for the suppression of the Gordon riots in 1780, he
fell foul of the city merchants. In 1790 he retired into
private life, and died seven years later,
Disorders in Politics were not the only, though they were certainly
the chief, cause - of unrest at this time. Despite the re-
spectability of George III there were disorders in the Royal
household which finally necessitated the passing of the
Royal Marriage Act of I772,1 forbidding descendants of
George II to marry without the King's consent. Moreover,
despite the fact that George had surrendered all the Royal
hereditary revenues In return for an ample grant of ^800,000
a year from Parliament, he ran heavily into debt and had
to seek the assistance of Parliament.
iaa The further increase of religious toleration had aroused
of considerable opposition. In 1778, Catholics who abjured
tlie temporal power of the Pope were allowed to inherit
lands; in the next year dissenting ministers were relieved
of the necessity of subscribing to the Articles, and Irish
Dissenters were exempt from the provisions of the Test Act.
The extension of toleration to Catholics was greeted with
keen opposition from the London populace, and riots broke
out, led by Lord George Gordon, in which Catholic property
was sacked, magistrates were attacked and prisons opened.
These riots were suppressed with the help of the military
1 See Grant-Robertson, Select Statutes, p, 245.

